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Vision:

“  To recognise Severnside’s unique 
communities and internationally 
important status, both environmentally 
and economically to attract and focus 
new investment.
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Employment Area

A substantial employment provision located within the Avonmouth 
Severnside Enterprise Area (ASEA) constitutes the majority of the urban 
area. Major employers taking residence in the area include Amazon, 
DHL, Tesco, GKN and Lidl, amongst others.

Green Belt

This protected area consists largely of farmland, as well as the small 
settlements of Easter Compton, Over and Hallen.

The Severnside ‘Active Green Belt Area’

A distinctive character area has emerged along the western side of 
the M5, defined by its distinct landscape and the prevalence of unique 
land uses. As well as its notable network of woodland areas, this area 
includes leisure and tourist attractions of national interest such as The 
Wave, Bristol Golf Club and Bristol Zoo’s Wild Place Project. 

Severnside today

Residential Area

The small, urban settlements of Severn Beach, Pilning and Redwick 
form the northern boundary of Severnside, with Hallen in the south.
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Issues and opportunities 

Identity and place
A need to recognise and promote Severnside’s uniqueness and 
enhance the sense of place to attract people to live, work and visit.

Credit: Global Shots

Potential for growth
A need to support planned growth of the ASEA as a regional 
employment hub, balance the ratio of jobs to homes to reduce 
the need to travel and maximise the potential of the natural 
environment.Credit: Suez 

Connectivity and movement
A need to improve connections to, through and around Severnside 
by sustainable modes and ensure development of appropriate 
infrastructure to enable efficient movement.

Nature and wellbeing
A need to integrate and connect green spaces to provide wildlife 
corridors and increase access to nature.

Environment and resilience
A need to consider and increase resilience to the impact of climate 
change and enhance the unique environments and habitats in 
Severnside.
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Emerging opportunities –  
communities 

Development, investment and growth 
Within Severnside, there is a significant opportunity to meet regional housing 
requirements in various locations, which would increase / lead to: 

 � Improvements in local services and facilities 
 � The viability of public transport provision 
 � The funding and delivery of broader environmental improvement programmes 
 � New development that reinforces a strong local identity and sense of place. 

In much of Severnside, further study and research would be required to confirm the 
suitability of large parts of the area for further residential development. The release of 
Green Belt land may also be required. 

Identity and sense of place 
The Severnside area offers huge potential to further develop its sense of place, 
reflecting the strength of community that smaller settlements can foster, as well as 
the value of living besides a unique environmental ecosystem. 

Green spaces and waterways 
Innovative waterscapes / landscapes, as well as more broadly scoped flood risk 
strategies, could benefit the character of Severnside’s communities. This would 
also benefit the natural environment, creating attractive settings which would be 
sympathetic to the area’s context. 
The area would benefit from a comprehensive strategy to guide any further 
programmes and initiatives. Any strategy should seek to incorporate existing open 
spaces and the green networks within the Green Belt and along the Severn estuary 
and shoreline. In doing so, the area’s unique attributes could be enhanced, enabling 
the area to fully realise its potential.

Access and connectivity 
There is significant opportunity to enhance walking and cycling provision to and 
within Severnside’s communities, building on and expanding existing networks. 
Enhancements to the frequency and integrations of bus and rail services can make 
public transport an attractive option for residents.
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Emerging opportunities – 
natural environment & the Green Belt   

Development, investment and growth 
There is a significant opportunity to develop an ambitious programme that builds 
upon a unique ‘active Green Belt area’ that has started to emerge around its leisure 
and tourist attractions. An area could be created that: 

 � Establishes new value and economic opportunity in the Green Belt 
 � Significantly improves and broadens access to the countryside 
 � Supports improved understanding and empathy for the natural environment 
 � Advances new approaches to education and learning 
 � Expands opportunity for leisure and recreation 
 � Supports investment in the Green Belt to support further enhancements to 
address water management, biodiversity and climate change.

Access and connectivity 
In line with the ambition to improve access to and within the Green Belt, a 
comprehensive transport strategy to support public access will be required. Strategic 
connections could facilitate movement to and from the north fringe of Bristol. 

Identity and sense of place 
Severnside’s natural environment and Green Belt land offers great potential to 
encourage further recreational and educational activities directly related to the 
environment, such as horse riding, eco farms, educational retreats and  
environmental retreats.

Green spaces and waterways 
An innovative and forward-thinking programme can encourage creativity and 
innovation in developing compatible and coherent land uses. It is envisaged that 
such an approach would provide both the impetus and funding that could extend 
and enhance the wetland and woodland character of the area, as well as serving to 
improve biodiversity through the creation of new habitats.
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Emerging opportunities – 
economy  

Development, investment and growth 
The ASEA would benefit from a considered and structured approach to future 
development in order to realise its potential. Such an approach would serve to create 
a distinct identity and sense of place. This could for example, see the promotion of a 
coordinated approach to street frontages, the public realm and service access, and 
the development of a comprehensive green space and waterways sustainable urban 
drainage strategy to add an attractive dimension to the area. In doing so, this would 
help the area to develop from its unique context and maximise its contribution to its 
unique environmental context.

Access and connectivity 
Severnside has excellent strategic road connections and will benefit from the 
proposed connection to the M49. There is an opportunity to exploit the proximity of 
a significant employment base to Severn Beach and Pilning rail stations by exploring 
opportunities to improve rail and bus service provision as part of a wider review.  
As well as this, improvements to cycling and walking infrastructure would benefit 
access and connectivity throughout Severnside. 

Green spaces and waterways 
A particularly valuable area of wetlands is sited within Severnside’s employment core- 
the ASEA. There is therefore considerable potential for a sustainable waterways and 
green space network to be developed. A co-ordinated approach to green spaces and 
waterways infrastructure management and provision could provide opportunities 
for the environment, for local residents, and for the wealth of wildlife and associated 
habitats that are present. There is an opportunity to connect green spaces and 
waterways infrastructure strategically to other key employment centres- notably in 
the east of Severnside. 

Identity and sense of place 
A co-ordinated approach to future economic development would be of particular 
benefit to the ASEA in terms of establishing a distinct identity, giving confidence 
in the character and quality of future growth, and improving the location’s appeal 
to employees. Such an approach would serve to enhance the area’s appeal and 
attractiveness to high-density employment uses and more diverse job opportunities.
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What we are proposing –   
vision and objectives   

V I S I O N : 
“To recognise Severnside’s unique communities and internationally important 
status, both environmentally and economically to attract and focus new investment.”

O B J E C T I V E S : 

Primary challenges for sustainable development

Net Zero and climate 
resilience

Equality and Diversity Economic growth

Key objectives to be realised through an infrastructure-led strategy to address these primary 
challenges and realise the new vision

Supporting existing 
communities

Supporting regional 
employment opportunities

Improving access and 
movement

Improving the purpose of and 
recreational opportunities of 
blue and green infrastructure

Protecting and enhancing 
the internationally important 
natural environment and 
habitats and responding to 
the nature emergency

Enhancing the identity and 
sense of place

Creating resilience against the 
impacts of climate change

Contributing to SGC’s 2030 
net zero carbon emissions 
target



A vision for 

Severnside

What we are proposing



A vision for 

Severnside

What we are proposing –   
communities    

Enhance leisure and tourist 
accessibility

Linking existing uses via 
pedestrian and cycle link through 
local centres to strengthen 
connections and enhance sense 
of community

New and improved footpaths 
connecting existing amenity 
spaces to enable sustainable 
movement

Improved tree planting and 
greening of streets to enhance 
underutilised open space

Improved accessibility to 
transport hub
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What we are proposing –   
natural environment & the Green Belt 

Maximise the opportunity to enhance the unique estuary 
environment and improve green space networks to generate demand 
and income for better management, improve green links and enable 
conservation-based industry to become an asset. 
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What we are proposing –   
economy 

Build upon the opportunity of existing growth in the Avonmouth 
Severnside Enterprise Area to continue the strengths as an 
industrial location and to densify jobs and diversify employment 
types in planned areas to create demand to invest in infrastructure, 
to improve connectivity and attract more specialised jobs.
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Interventions to achieve the vision
Infrastructure interventions Rationale

Active modes New and improved pedestrian footpaths with improved lighting. Support sustainable modes of travel, such as walking and 
cycling and improve access to Enterprise Area, Severn 
Beach and Pilning railway stations, existing communities 
and green belt resource. 

Continuous cycle infrastructure along all major routes to connect 
to key destinations within and beyond Severnside.  

Enhance connectivity to Enterprise Area, residential 
areas and the active Green Belt from within and beyond 
Severnside e.g. Cribbs Causeway, Avonmouth and other 
parts of the north fringe of Bristol, including connecting to 
transport hubs as part of longer journeys. 

Provide secure cycle parking for residents, employees and visitors 
at key destinations, including bus stops and rail stations. 

To ensure adequate facilities to encourage people to cycle 
to and around Severnside, including as part of longer 
journeys when combined with bus services or rail travel. 

Bus Improved frequency of service to residential and employment 
locations. 

Improve accessibility into the Enterprise Area, ‘active’ green 
belt and to services, facilities, and employment beyond 
study area to benefit residential community. 

New routes (including demand responsive options) via Enterprise 
Area and existing and new residential areas. 

Metrobus extensions to serve the ASEA, including  from Bristol and 
the north fringe of Bristol. 

Investigate the use of the Portway Park and Ride for services to 
Avonmouth Severnside Enterprise Area. 

Improve bus infrastructure, including waiting areas and travel 
information. 

 

Shuttle bus services to connect to visitor attractions and provide 
links to the unique natural environment. 

Improve accessibility into ‘active’ Green Belt. 

Rail SEVERN BEACH STATION: 

 � Improvement to rail services as part of MetroWest Phase 1 
project to increase train frequencies on the Severn Beach line 

 � Provision of parking to support rail based park and ride

 � Bus connectivity and connections for the first and last mile 
from station 

Improve accessibility into enterprise area, services, facilities, 
and employment beyond study area to benefit residential 
community.

Residential demand supports viability of rail service 
improvement. 

PILNING STATION 

 � Station improvements are required to enable access to 
improved services, which should include an overbridge, and to 
improve waiting facilities

 � Improved rail services and connections for the first and last 
mile from station

To improve accessibility by rail and last mile connectivity to 
employment and active Green Belt.
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Interventions to achieve the vision
Infrastructure interventions Rationale

Integrated 
transport 
modes 

Trial the use of mobility hubs to integrate transport options at bus 
stops and rail station to enable first/last mile connections.

Improve accessibility into Enterprise Area, services, facilities, 
and employment beyond study area to benefit residential 
community.

Trial new approaches that seek to integrate existing 
transport options for seamless journey interchanges 
to extend the catchment of existing public transport 
infrastructure.

M49 
connection 

Highway connection to M49 Avonmouth junction from Avonmouth 
Severnside Enterprise Area

Protects and enhances local communities. Includes bus, 
walking and cycling access connecting to existing and new 
development. Need for investigation into lorry lay-over 
facilities as part of this intervention.

Strategic 
transport link 

New strategic transport link connecting from Avonmouth 
Severnside Enterprise Area to M5 Cribbs Causeway 

Protects and enhances local communities. Provides a new 
link to employment, active green belt and growth areas to 
prevent unsuitable through traffic accessing local roads. 
This will open opportunities to improve local access roads 
for sustainable travel. 

Supports prioritising active modes and public transport 
through existing settlements.

Local street 
improvements 

Investigate the development of schemes that prioritise sustainable 
and local access over through traffic in existing and new residential 
areas, known as liveable neighbourhood concepts. 

Seeks to reduce traffic destined for other destinations 
passing through residential areas to improve safety, sense 
of place and encourage active travel for local trips in local 
communities. 

Nature and 
access to 
open  
and green 
space    

Series of small-scale interventions to create physical and ecological 
links between environmental assets.  
Develop the tourism potential of the area, e.g. observation and 
interpretation areas. 

Benefit recreational and leisure use by improving access 
and creating green connections between existing and 
new open space and environmental assets with ecological 
connectivity. 

Provision of shared use green spaces to form integral hubs for 
social interactions within local communities. 

Tree planting and providing more greenery along streets across 
the area. 

Improve the quality of the environment for residents and 
visitors to the area as well as providing benefits for climate 
mitigation and resilience. 

Retail and 
community 

Provision of new local retail and community facilities. This would be facilitated through residential growth and 
could include public or privately-owned facilities and 
services, such as gyms, food and beverage etc. 

Enhance existing community facilities. Strengthen the position of local schools and community 
buildings in the area, allowing them to serve as ‘hubs’ for 
neighbourhood communities. 
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Interventions to achieve the vision
Infrastructure interventions Rationale

Flood defence Establish requirements to enable future housing growth. Upgrades to the existing flood defences are being facilitated 
through the Avonmouth Severnside Enterprise Area Ecology 
Mitigation and Flood Defence Project, which aims to protect 
the ASEA to enable development. Whilst the project will 
also provide protection for some coastal communities, the 
scheme is not intended to protect potential new residential 
developments. This reduces the risk of flooding in the study 
area, but the designation of the Flood Zone 3 area may not 
change. Further feasibility work is required to investigate 
the wider Severnside area. 

Integrate environmental and flood defence infrastructure into 
existing communities, through green spaces and nature-based 
drainage systems for rainwater management. 

Accommodate opportunities for multi-dimensional flood 
defences that benefit environment, improved walking and 
cycling routes and leisure opportunities. This would serve to 
protect and enhance local communities.  

In partnership with key stakeholders, investigate the potential 
of intertidal habitats in mitigating the impacts of climate change, 
i.e. to provide efficient and cost-effective solutions to help protect 
communities from coastal erosion, storms and flooding. 

Wastewater 
and drainage 
system 

Upgrade existing drainage system. To mitigate risk of flooding from rivers and to ensure that 
the system can operate functionally and without adverse 
impacts on the wider community with additional growth/
development. 

Power Supply Upgrade power capacity in the Enterprise Area.  To meet increasing power requirements of large-scale 
logistics and industrial users, enabling full business 
functionality.  

Investigate the potential for wind energy and solar photovoltaic 
(PV) schemes. 

To build on existing council’s studies, and to ensure 
opportunities to identify and deliver different renewable 
energy resources in Severnside are pursued. This will help to 
ensure alignment with local and national ‘net zero carbon’ 
targets. 

Digital 
connectivity 

Provision of digital infrastructure, including the roll-out of 
superfast broadband. 

To support the Enterprise Area in line with realigned 
employment sector ambition (higher density and higher 
value jobs). 

Smart 
technology 

Provision of appropriate environmental smart technology. Initiate the adoption of smart technology to meet climate 
change challenges, i.e., water and energy consumption. 


